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SUBJ: CURRENT SOUNDING OF MOBUTU'S ATTITUDES 

1. AMERICAN BUSINESSMAN AND LONG-TIME PRIEND OF MOBUTU, MAURICE 
TEMPLESMAN, RETURNED LATE JUNE 13 FROM PRIVATE TWO-DAY VISIT 
WITH THE PRESIDENT AT GBADOLITE. ON ARRIVAL TEMPLESMAN POUND 
MOBUTU IN HIGHLY DEPENSIVE, AGITATED MOOD, ALTHOUGH AS TIME PASSED 
HE BECAME MORE REPLECTIVE. 

2. ASIDE PROM TALKING BUSINESS, TEMPLESMAN SAID HE STRESSED TWO 
THEMES DURING HIS ENTIRELY PERSONAL CONVERSATIONS WITH MOBUTU: 

A. US RELATIONS WITH USSR HAVE GROWN MORE SOPHISTICATED OVER 

THE YEARS, AND MOBUTU SHOULD THEREPORE NOT ASSUME THAT HISPURTHER 
PURSUIT OP COLD WAR TACK WILL SERVE TO ELICIT THE KIND OP RESPONSEE 
US MADE IN THE I960S. NOW THAT ZAIRE'S IMMEDIATE SECURITY NEEDS 
WERE BEING MET, MOBUTU SHOULD CONSIDER POLITICAL SOLUTION INVOLVING 
MORE CONCILIATORY ATTITUDE BY GOZ TOWARD SHABA AND RENEWED EFPORT 
TO NORMALIZE RELATIONS WITH ANGOLA. LATTER WOULD HAVE TO ENTAIL 
PLEDGE NOT TO AID UNITA AND PLNA. GOZ'S BILATERAL EFPORT WITH LUANDA 
MIGHT BE SUPPLEMENTED BY OTHER GOVERNMENT'S WORKING WITH BOTH ANGOLA 
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AND ITS SUPPORTERS. 

B. ON ECONOMIC SIDE, IT WAS EVIDENT THAT IN WAKE OP KOLWEZI 
MOBUTU COULD EXPECT DONORS TO BE MORE DEMANDING RE REPORMS AND 
THERE WAS ALREADY A LOT OP TALK ABOUT CONDITIONS FOR FUTURE 
ASSISTANCE. MOBUTU HAD ANNOUNCED MOST OP THE REPORMS REQUIRED; 

WHAT WAS NECESSARY NOW WAS TO IMPLEMENT THEM. 
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3. ACCORDING TO TEMPLESMAN, MOBUTU WAS QUITE RESPONSIVE TO IDEA 
OE TAKING POLITICAL INITIATIVE VIS A VIS ANGOLA. BUT MOBUTU WAS 
CONVINCED NETO WAS NOT RUNNING HIS OWN SHOW AND THAT THERE WOULD 
THEREEORE HAVE TO BE PARALLEL EFEORTS BY OTHERS, EG, US WITH USSR 
AND CUBA, AERICAN LEADERS WITH CUBANS, NETO, ETC. 

4. AS EOR ECONOMIC REEORM, MOBUTU INDICATED HE EXPECTED CONDITIONS 
AND WOULD DO HIS BEST TO MEET THEM. WHAT WAS IMPORTANT, HOWEVER, 
WAS TO AVOID THE PUBLIC IMPRESSION OE CONDITIONS BEING EORCED ON 
ZAIRE; 

THE BEST SOLUTION WAS TO EIND A WAY TO MAKE IT APPEAR THAT REFORMS 
WERE BEING TAKEN ON ZAIRE'S INITIATIVE RATHER THAN IN RESPONSE 
TO PRESSURE FROM THE WESTERN POWERS. 

5. COMMENT: TEMPLESMAN OF COURSE HAS HIS OWN INTERESTS TO PURSUE 
WITH MOBUTU AND HIS COMMENTS MUST BE VIEWED IN THAT LIGHT. 

ON THE OTHER HAND, HE KNOWS MOBUTU WELL AND IS AN EXPERIENCED OBSER- 
VER OE THE PRESIDENT'S WAYS. HE CAME AWAY ENCOURAGED BY MOBUTU'S 
EVIDENT DESIRE BOTH TO LISTEN AND TO TALK AND BY HIS GENERALLY 
THOUGHTEUL, BY NO MEANS NEGATIVE REACTIONS TO WHAT WAS DISCUSSED- 
PARTICULARLY WITH RESPECT TOA POLITICAL SOLUTION WITH ANGOLA. 
HOWEVER, TEMPLESMAN ALSO GAINED DEEINITE IMPRESSION THAT MOBUTU IS 
EEELING SOMEWHAT CORNERED AND THAT HIS EUTURE RESPONSIVENESS 
WILL DEPEND NOT SO MUCH ON WHAT IS PUT TO HIM, BUT THE WAY IT IS 
DONE. 
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